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ISTANBUL

8500 years of history, capital of 3 great empires, Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman. . 
Population of 16 million, top 10 tourism and congress destination, connecting 2 
continents-Europe and Asia, 70 public and private museums, almost 200 shopping 
malls, 5 imperial palaces, dozens of summer palaces and mansions, 4 historic bazaars and 
4 seasons throughout the year. Istanbul is looking forward to welcome the beekeeping 
world between 24-28 August, 2022.
 

 
Istanbul is considered to be one of the main air traffic hubs 
connecting more than 300 international airlines from Europe 
to Middle-East, Asia and Africa. Thanks to the Turkish Airlines 
massive network (flying to more countries in the world than 
any other airline) Istanbul became a more popular and widely 
visited destination with 2 international airports in each 
continents.

 

 
Istanbul Congress Center is situated in the heart of Istanbul’s 
business and cultural district, on a hill looking down onto the 
Bosphorus strait towards the Asian half of the city. The 
location of the Congress Center combines leading 
international and Turkish three, four and vstar hotels within 
walking distance as well as exclusive shopping areas and 
vibrant Taksim.

 

 
With 150.000 families engaged in beekeeping and 6.8 million 
bee colonies, Turkey is at the second place in apiculture in the 
world. 75% of our total colonies, which is 4.9 million colonies, 
are used in itinerant beekeeping activity, and change location 
an average of three times per year for a total of 2.000 km of 
bee transport. In this way, they Travel all Turkey throughout the 
season, following various routes.

 
Turkey is a home to 10.000 native plant species, nearly 3.900 of which are endemic. 
Nearly 500 plants in the country are known to provide nectar or pollen, and nearly 50 of 
them are identified as dominant nectar plants. Chestnut honey, thyme honey, mountain 
meadow honey, citrus honey, rhododendron honey and mixed flower honey are some of 
the most famous honey types in Turkey.
 
In addition, with the pine honey obtained from the dense pine 
forests covering Mugla province and its environs, Turkey holds 
the single largest share of the world’s pine honey production. At 
the same time, with the greatest genetic diversity in honeybees, 
Turkey is the world’s largest gene center. This wealth consists of 
the various ecotypes of Apis mellifera such as those associated 
with Anatolia, the Caucasus, the Black Sea, Mugla and Thrace.
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